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■4 Aj»rll 1947 

ucMOKAMOtiM for the directcr 

SUBJECT; NVH Civilian Casualty Figures and Methodology 


l. Till* I# an a 4 4a *4w m to Ike 4 April ORB m$»s oo ctw»lti«i la 
NortB Vittatft. The other memo w*l written no that it could fe* jianaa^ to 
Senator Symington* if you cannot avoid giving Wp a p lose of p*? 9 t , This 
mama I« for your background infer* ation only* 

t. The casualty estir »ates In the ORB ojamoraadom are a combiaa- 
tum of indspeadrnily de-jrlvftd CIA estimates. and DIA * site ate* refined by 
CIA analyst*. The estimate* of the civilian and military casualties r ••ailing 
Cron, attack* on fixed targets and the military casualties resulting f-toa aerial 
reconnais sanc e nr# DIA estt**.-. sties *■ sighted By CIA to reflect data oktaiaac 
f ra *. | * \ prisoner of war interrogations and ©th.*r intel- 
ligence sources. Th* of civilise casualties attributable to armed 

reconnaissance ars strictly r|A sine# DIA makes no atten.pt to 

estimate these casualties. 

j v The major dlffsreoees between CIA and DIA estimate* are as 

follow Sr 

a) DIA estimate* of casualties resulting Cross attacks on 
&m& targets art expressed In a broad range of R-tatir.urn and 
casualties. ♦ The maa tow© figures assume that the 
populatio n In the target area «•• unwarned: the mtabnans 
figures assume war sing and full resort to civil defease and 
protective measure*. We have found fairly consistently that 
the initial attack* on SCS ftsed targets have inflicted casualties 
Ifoot are four tls&ss greater than the mtalstem DIA estimates. 
Consequently .. we have weighted the DIA estimates by a factor 


e The' r» ff i ^w, ewp» figure would generally be 19 {lines greater than the minimum* 
«, g. 199 - 1, 
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of ten* for all initial »trik«i on JCS fixed targets and accented 
the DIA estimates far ail targets undergoing restrlkes Thun 
If a DIA casualty ««tk ate for an initial strike i« prsaaatad a* 

MMfbi| froas 12*129. we would weight the isfelatesum figure by 
four and estimate casualties an 46 . 

M The estimate* of military casualties resulting fro®' 
armed recoanaissanco are probably the most unreliable of all 
our casualty estimate*. * ♦ have accepted DlA factors for 
estimating these casualties with the. «•*«:«• ;>tio» of specific categories -- 
trucks and watercraft ** for which the 01 A weights were reduced 
to reflect information gained from VOW report* and COMIKT. 

c ) Civilian casualties resulting from armed reconnaissance 
are satfcnshtod only by CIA. V * develop our estimates on an ail- 
tetre* basts. OIA works exclusively from photography and pilot 
reports, and doe# not attempt t© estimate civilian casualties 
resulting from, armed recesnalssance. Since these casualties 
account for the bulk of casualties, the CIA estimates of total 
casualties arc significantly higher than those of DIA. 
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6 Apr 67 

Mr. John Warner 
GACarver 
Symington Papers 


These are the papers w« gave the 
Director so he could respond to 
Symington's query. 


George A. Carver, Jr. 

Special Assistant for Vietnamese Affairs 

Attachments 
ORR 4 Apr memo 
SAVA 4 Apr memo 
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